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Q Will you ask him if he will see us before 
he goes? 

MR. NESSEN: I have already talked to the Justice 
Department, and he does not plan to see the press over 
here. 

Q Is there any reason for the White House 
and the Justice Department keeping the results of 
this discussion secret? 

MR. lffiSSEN: I am not sure there are any results. 
My understanding is that the Attorney General is coming 
to give the President more or less of a progress report 
on his efforts to see whether there is any case where it 
would be proper for the Federal Executive Branch to 
intervene with the Supreme Court to have a review of 
busing as the proper remedy. 

It is a progress report. He is going to tell 
the President, I understand, what considerations he is 
taking into account as he deliberates this question, and 
my understanding again is that he is not ready to make 
a decision on whether there is such a case and, if so, 
what case it is. 

So, that is the -purpose of the meeting. 

Q Wouldn't it be appropriate 

MR. NESSEN: As I say, there is no plan to have 
a press briefing here 

Q Wouldn't it be appropriate to make that 
information available to the public? 

MR. NESSEN: There is no plan here, Dave, for 
the Attorney General to see the reporters after the 
meeting. 

Q I notice that meeting is set for the 
Cabinet Room. Who all is going to take part in it? 

MR. NESSEN : That may be a mistake because it 
is a very small group. I don't know anybody else from 
the Justice Department who is taking part other than 
the Attorney General. 

Q Who from the White House? 

MR. NESSEU : I have not seen the complete 
attendance list from the White House. 
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Q Of the list you have seen, who is going 
to be there? 

MR. NESSEN: I haven't seen any attendance 
list. I assume it will be Buchen and somebody from the 
Domestic Council, and that is about it. 

Q Is there a photo on that? 

MR. NESSEN: No photo. 

Q In response to a question in the Rose 
Garden the other day, the President said very 
specifically that he expected Mr. Levi to come to 
see him with a decision this week. What· has changed 
in the interim? 

MR. NESSEN: I don~know. You will have to ask 
Mr. Levi. This is a matter that is in his hands. 

Q You said, :;It is my understanding he is 
not ready. :' On what basis? Is this from the President, 
Mr. Levi or what? 

MR. NESSEN: The President had no idea what 
the report will contain. 

Q If the President doesn't, how do you? 

MR . NESSEN: I called the Justice Department 
this morning. 

Q And that is what they said? 

Q Were you present in the interview with 
the Tennessee representatives today? 

MR. NESSEN: I was. 

Q Did the subject of busing come up? 

MR. NESSEN : It came up in a passing way, yes. 

Q How passing? Can you tell us what he said? 

MR. NESSEN: Nothing really new , I don't 
think. Actually, I decided before I came out here today 
that I wasn't going to answer any questions on busing 
because every time I answer questions on busing for the 
past four days there is a big story about how the White 
House is raising this issue for political purposes. 

So, I decided to avoid that charge for the 
fifth straight day, I wouldn't answer any questions. 

MORE #497 

·-----
<,. ff tc R[J 

.;: \ 
·;:, l ~ ~-:.,, 

a:_ "' ,.. 'T-. 
r!~ __/' 



~ 5 - #497-5/21 

Q You say when the Attorney General comes 
in today he will not have made any firm decision? 

MR. NESSEN: Helen, this is my understanding 
from a phone conversation with the Justice Department 
today. But that is his decision, and whether he has 
made it or not and what it is, that is something he has 

Q You said he has not made it. 

MR. NESSEN : My understanding is he has not 
made it 5 but I am not the source of information for the 
Justice Department. 

Q l.Jho is? 

MR. NESSEN : Bob Havel. 

Q 
(Laughter) 

Does he know you are doing this, Ron? 

~1R. NESSEN : That is what his job is. His 
number is 739-2028. 

Q Why are we barred from seeing him? 

HR. NESSEN : I don't know what you mean by 
,;barred from seeing him, ;, Helen. He is coming to give 
the President a progress report and he is going back to 
his department. 

Q He has been ducking reporters all week. 

MR. NESSEN : I don't know anything about that. 
You know if he didn 1 t duck reporters, Dave, I expect there 
would be stories about the Attorney General seeking out 
reporters to hypo this story in a political way. 

Q Why did the President say Louisville was 
under consideration yesterday when Havel says it isn ' t? 

MR. NESSEN : First of all, the President did not 
say Louisville is under consideration , and Havel did 
not say it isn't, so we can get rid of those two false 
assumptions first. 

The President said -- and if you will read the 
transcript you will see what he said - - 'iit could be 
Louisville. I don't know.· The fact is it could be 
Louisville. The President was using that as an example 
that with the overall policy direction he has given to the 
Attorney General to find a case, if there is one, that is 
appropriate to rasie the issue of busing with the 
courts , it could be any of the busing cases that are 
working their way through the courts - "' Boston, Louisville, 
Pasadena -- any of them, and he was using Louisville in 
that sense. 
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